Pathology of dysplasia and cancer in inflammatory bowel disease.
Morphologic identification of dysplasia in mucosal biopsies is the best and most reliable marker of an increased risk for malignancy in patients who have inflammatory bowel disease, and it forms the basis of the recommended endoscopic surveillance strategies that are in practice for patients who have this illness. In ulcerative colitis (UC) and Crohn's disease (CD), dysplasia is defined as unequivocal neoplastic epithelium that is confined to the basement membrane, without invasion into the lamina propria. Unfortunately, unlike in UC, only a few studies have evaluated the pathologic features and biologic characteristics of dysplasia and carcinoma in CD specifically. As a result, this article focuses mainly on the pathologic features, adjunctive diagnostic methods, and differential diagnosis of dysplasia in UC.